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of the internal question-mark. Observe that the third quotation
has a worse blunder, since we have here two independent
sentences.
Can it be that the Government will still persist in continuing the now
hopeless struggle is the question on every lip ?—Times.
Men are disenchanted. They have got what they wanted in the days
of their youth, yet what of it, they ask ?—morley.
Yet we remember seeing PAbbe Constantin some sixteen years ago
or more at the Royalty, with that fine old actor Lafontaine in the
principal part, and seeing it with lively interest. Was it distinctly
'dates', for nothing wears so badly as the namby-pamby?—Times.
13. The unaccountable comma.
We shall now conclude these grammatical sections with a
single example of those commas about which it is only possible
to say that they are repugnant to grammar. It is as difficult
to decide what principle they offend against as what impulse
can possibly have dictated them. They are commonest in
the least educated writers of all; and, next to these, in the
men of science whose overpowering conscientiousness has
made the mechanical putting in of commas so habitual that
it perhaps becomes with them a sort of reflex action, and does
itself at wrong moments without their volition.
The Rector, lineal representative of the ancient monarchs of the
University, though now, little more than a 'king of shreds and patches*.
—huxley.
THE  COLON
It was said in the general remarks at the beginning of this
chapter that the systematic use of the colon as one of the
series (,), (;), (:), (.), had died out with the decay of formal
periods. Many people continue to use it, but few, if we can
trust our observation, with any nice regard to its value. Some
think it a prettier or more impressive stop than the semicolon,
and use it instead of that; some like variety, and use the two
indifferently, or resort to one when they are tired of the other.
As the abandonment of periodic arrangement really makes the
colon useless, it would be well (though of course any one who

